
The following excerpt is taken from the North Carolina Home Inspector Licensure Board 
Standards of Practice.  It highlights what the Board considers appropriate and necessary 

prerequisite experience in order to be licensed to perform home inspections in North 
Carolina. 

 
 
 
.1003 PERSONS AND PRACTICES NOT AFFECTED 

Registered architects, professional engineers, and licensed general contractors do not need 
home inspector licenses to make on site inspections of residential buildings for which they are 
preparing plans, designs, specifications, or estimates for construction, remodeling, or repairs. 

 
.1004 EQUIVALENT EXPERIENCE 

(a) The Board shall consider equivalent experience of applicants who do not meet the 
experience requirements of GS 143-151.51(5) or GS 143-151.61.  Any one of the following 
descriptions of experience shall be considered sufficient to meet the equivalent experience 
requirements: 

(1)  A bachelor of science degree from any engineering, architecture or building 
technology school and two years experience working in building design, construction, or 
inspection of building, electrical, mechanical, and plumbing systems. 

(2)  A two year Associate of Applied Science degree from a community college or 
technical school in building technology, civil engineering, electrical engineering, mechanical 
engineering, or architecture; and either four years of design experience in building, 
electrical, mechanical, and plumbing systems, or four years experience as an employee who 
works under the direct supervision of a licensed general (residential or building) contractor 
and who supervises electrical, mechanical, and plumbing subcontractors. 

(3)  Six years experience as an employee who works under the direct supervision of a 
licensed general contractor (residential or building) performing building construction and 
who supervises electrical, mechanical, and plumbing subcontractors. 

(4)  Certification by the North Carolina Code Officials Qualification Board as a Code 
Enforcement Official with Standard Level I (or higher) inspection certification in four areas:  
building, electrical, mechanical, and plumbing. 

(5)  Any combination of certification listed in Paragraph (a)(4) of this Rule and a 
license as an electrical contractor (limited or greater) issued by the NC Board of Electrical 
Examiners, or a license as a heating or cooling contractor (H1, H2, or H3), or a plumbing 
contractor issued by the NC Board of Examiners of Plumbing, Heating and Fire Sprinkler 
Contractors, resulting in either a certificate or a license in four areas in building, electrical, 
mechanical, and plumbing contracting or inspections. 

(6) For the purpose of GS 143-151.51(5)a, the number of completed home inspections 
for compensation before October 1, 1996, as a home inspector may be included.  
(b) Applicants may submit other experience in the design, installation, or inspection of 

buildings and electrical, mechanical, and plumbing systems.  The Board’s Application Evaluation 
Committee shall consider such experience on a case-by-case basis. 

(c) Graduation in a home inspection course from a training institute or correspondence 
school is not sufficient to meet the equivalent experience alone.  However, such courses may be 
listed along with other experience. 
 



§ 143-151.51. Requirements to be licensed as a home inspector. 
 
To be licensed as a home inspector, an applicant must do all of the following: 

(1)  Submit a completed application to the Board upon a form provided by the Board. 
(2)  Pass a licensing examination prescribed by the Board. 
(3)  Have minimum net assets or a bond in an amount determined by the Board.  The amount may not 

be less than five thousand dollars ($5,000) nor more than ten thousand dollars ($10,000). 
(4)  Pay the applicable fees. 
(5)  Meet one of the following three conditions: 

(a.)  Have a high school diploma or its equivalent, have been engaged as a licensed associate home 
inspector for at least one year, and have completed 100 home inspections for compensation. 
(b.)  Have education and experience the Board considers to be equivalent to that required by subpart a. of 
this subdivision. 
(c.)  Be licensed as a general contractor under Article 1 of Chapter 87 of the General Statutes, as an 
architect under Chapter 83A of the General Statutes, or as a professional engineer under Chapter 89C of the 
General Statutes. 
 
§ 143-151.61. Certain applicants do not have to be licensed as an associate home inspector before 
being eligible for licensure as a home inspector. 
 
The requirement that an applicant for licensure as a home inspector first have a license as an associate 
home inspector does not apply to a person who, prior to October 1, 1996, had been engaged in the business 
of performing home inspections for compensation for at least one year and had conducted at least 100 home 
inspections for compensation.  All other requirements for licensure as a home inspector, including passing a 
licensing examination provided by the Board, apply to an applicant who is exempted by this section from 
the requirement of prior licensure as an associate home inspector. 
 


