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North Carolina Hazardous Materials Responder Certification
In a continued effort to r educe fire loss in the State of  North Caro lina, the State Legislature established General Statute 58-78-5.14b, which 
requires the State Fire and Rescue Commission to establish voluntar y minimum professional qualifications for all levels of  fire and rescue ser vice 
personnel.

The standard for Hazardous Materials Responder Certification is considered to be a minimum standard and the Fire & Rescue Commission fully 
recognizes that, due to differing requirements, many fire depar tments may set forth standards much higher than these for their per sonnel. It is the 
intent, however, that through a voluntary program, personnel who se rve as Hazardous Materials Responder s in our state, will meet or exceed this 
standard.

Program Standard
The NFPA 472 Standard for Haz Mat Responders Professional Qualifications, Current Edition, will be the performance standard used for Hazardous 
Materials Responder certification. This program is intended to meet or exceed the requirements of that standard as well as OSHA 1910.120. 
Agencies should continually monitor changes in either of these documents to maintain applicable compliance.

Entrance Requirements

The Hazardous Materials Responder candidate must meet the entrance requirements listed below before cer tification can be issued.

Age / Education Requirements
The candidate must be at least18 years of  age.

The candidate must have a high school diploma or equivalent recognized by the State Department of  Public Instruction (i.e., GED).

Physical Recommendations
The candidate should undergo a thorough physical examination prior to any activity to ensure his/her ability to perform the required tasks. This 
examination should be conducted by a qualified physician or recognized medical practitioner using a recommended medical standard, such as NFPA 
1582 Standard for Medical Requirements for Fire Service Personnel, Current Edition. The submission of a medical approval form is not required for 
certification.
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Program Requirements

The instruction and evaluation given a Haz Mat Responder who achieves cer tification is critical to ensuring a quality program. Training and 
evaluation of  students must be accomplished by qualified individuals, working in conjunction with approved deliver y agencies.

Student Evaluation
Evaluation of  the student for certification is a critical link in the total preparedness of  the individual. Student evaluations must be accomplished by 
qualified Level II Instructors serving as proctor s. The evaluation itself  must be separate and distinct from the training process.

Practical Examination

Practical examinations are intended to measure the manipulative skills of  the Haz Mat Responder and will follow guidelines set forth under the Policy 
for Testing manual. Although capable of testing 100% of  the practical objectives, the examination will only test a pre-selected percentage based on 
testing scenarios provided to the proctor. A score of 70% or above shall constitute a passing grade for the candidate.

Written Examination
The written exam measures the cognitive skills of  the Haz Mat Responder and must follow the guidelines set forth under the Policy for Testing 
manual. The examination will be randomly generated and provided to the evaluator by the delivery agency. A score of 70% or above shall constitute 
a passing grade for the candidate.

Reciprocity

Any Haz Mat Responder certified by another state or agency whose program is accredited by the International Fire Service Accreditation Congress 
(IFSAC), or the National Board of Fire Service Professional Qualifications, and is a member of  a fire/rescue agency in Nor th Carolina may be granted 
equivalent cer tification provided the agency was accredited at the time of  his/her certification.

Recertification

Certification Authority & Records
Certificates for Haz Mat Responders will be issued by the Commission Office when the candidate has met the requirements for cer tification.

Required Classes
Level I
Haz Mat Awareness & Operations

Levels II and III
Must make application to the Certification Board with resume

Levels of  Certification

Awareness Level Responder
Prepares the responder with the knowledge and skills needed for detecting and identifying hazardous materials and initiating the Incident Command 
System. There is no cer tification at this level, however, this level is a pre-requisite to Level I Responder certification.

Level I Responder - Operations
Trains the responder to understand and interpret the basic hazards of  the chemical incident and to make proper risk assessment within the 
limitations of equipment , resources, training, and personnel on hand.

Level II Responder - Technician
Applicants for this level of  certification must fir st be certified at the Operational Level. Certifica tion at Technician Level is accomplished by application 
to the Certification Board by resume.

Level III Responder - Specialist
Applicants for this level of  certification must fir st be certified at the Technician Level. Cer tification at the Specialist Level is accomplished by 
application to the Cer tification Board by resume. Specialist Cer tification is divided into five areas; Protective Clothing, Rail Tank Car, Compressed Gas, 
Tank Truck, and Materials and Equipment.

At the time of cer tification, each individual is cer tified to the most current edition of  the National Fire Protection Association Standard adopted by 
the NC Fire and Rescue Commission. Each individual's cer tification records reflect the edition that was in place during the time of  certification. The 
Commission does not issue new cer tificates upon recer tification; these records are maintained by the Chief  or employer on a local level.
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